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Excellent Women: Petra Storrs

Our exeellent woman this week is the one and anly Pt { Art director, prop stylist, set
and costume designer, Petra is who you go to when you want a dress made out of chocolate,
3 bedroom made out of paper or & pair of rocking-horse shoes, She's who Lady Gaga turmsd
to when she wanted a dress made out of stained-glass for her video ‘Bomn this way'.
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Lady Gaga in Born this Way

Petra’s clientele includes many names you'll know- and in fact you'll probably find youwrsel
thinking, 'ah, o that's who made that!” throughout this post.

Phioto by Alice Hawking
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aloma Faith's mimmor dress for example? Or her ‘blimp" costume for her epic performance at
Glashonbry #

For what is a hugely varied job, does Pelra sometimes find it hard explaining what she does
1o peaple?

Tes, especially as people concentrate on the design part, but with bigger projects the
designing can be a mere 10% of [he projoct, with the rest of my btime spent running the
budget, arpanising construction, hagaling on prices, sourcing props, emailing for howrs and
howrs, planning and organising logistics... the majority of it is pot ab all glamorpus! But |
really enjoy all the different slements that make up the job and I think i you are & designer
you can apply the practice to anything from dobthes to products to events o buiidings - it's
ail the same principal,”

Petra azsures me that her chooolate dress Ras not Desn &aten! -:"I'Il‘-:_ I want & nbble on the
haem. )

Rachel May Smider in Camellia ang The Rabbit

And Petra’s not just good at making things with her hands - she alss designed a gorgec
witbsate for Rachel May Smider - [ thank we need more fités with danoing lobstbers and
woodland glades full of bluebells! Petra also created Rachel’s incredible costume and props

for her last production, Camellia and the Rabbit, a one woman show about Rachel’s love
affair with tea.

Rachel in Dressing for Breakfast

Petra has been working on 3 new show with performance artist Rachel, inspired by a
collection of cardboard costumes cut from the back of 19505 cereal boxes! The show is called
preceing for Breakiast’ and invalees 3 thres-stringed washing line system hang cardboand
cut-out clothes in and out over Rachel on stage, as she recounts the trials and tribulations of
internet dating gone pear shaped, and looking back on the history of fashion, [ saw the
‘wark in progress’ preview and it had me in hysterncs - 1 can't wait to see the full show.

Petra operates the washing-line system throughout the show: ‘It was an experment playing
with different cut oot costumes on pulleps, inberchanding them o Lol & story. Baing part of
the performance was a great experience, f slightly oulside my comfort zonerl

Having worked with such ingredible stars, 1 wondered what else could be keft on Petra's to-do
hst...

T'd like to work on mare dance projects, making garments that change with the mavement
of the dancers - perhaps for someone ke Beyonce, Bulb [ think what would be really greal
wowld be fo make a range of accessorics that appealed to the general popuwlation, [hat's the

mext chanenge.”

Eeep an eye on Petra’s blog to see what she's up to next, maybe we'll get some choacolate
AOCESSONEE



